
December 22, 2017 

Russell's Ritings.... 

Abraham Lincoln, the quiet man of few words, was fond of telling a story of a man lost in a dark, 

dense forest.  Thunder crashed on all sides and, occasionally, a streak of lightning would illuminate 

his path.  Being very much disconcerted over the infrequency of the lightning and the intensity of the 

thunder, he turned to heaven and prayed, "If it's all the same with you, O Lord, give us a little more 

light and a little less noise." 

All Christians, as we journey through this dark world, can look with great anticipation to the coming 

of Christ.  That's the story of the season.  This is not about ho - ho, presents, travel, food, parties, 

family gatherings, shopping, and all the other things we sometime associate with the season.  It is 

ONLY about one thing - Jesus Christ.  All the rest is superfluous and secondary.  So - let's see the light 

breaking in and the Baby coming anew to us.  And let's experience a spiritual Christmas filled with 

light, love, and peace on earth, good will to all. 

This Sunday is CHRISTMAS EVE!  Our days of longing, waiting, and expectation are soon to be over.  

This is a joyous and wonderful day and I hope to see all our church family sometime during the day.  

Since Christmas Eve is on a Sunday we are adjusting the worship schedule as follows: 

10:30 am A Traditional Worship Service (no 8:30 service).  The sermon is "Hear the Good News" 

(Romans 1: 2 - 6). 

4:00 pm A Spontaneous Christmas Children's Pageant.  This service, unique to UMCE, involves 

EVERY child who wishes to participate.  It is something I never saw until I arrived at 

UMCE, and I love seeing it every year.  Bring your child, grandchild, visitors, and 

anyone.  It is SUCH fun.  

7:00 pm A Service of "Carols, Candles, and Communion".  This is sometimes referred to as "the 

most beautiful service of the year."  Come and worship!  Worship Christ, the newborn 

King!  The sermon, from Luke 2: 1 - 20, is "A Song, A Star, A Savior".  

The week after Christmas we will have limited hours.  I am encouraging our staff to spend time with 

their families.  I will be in every morning.  I know I will see staff members during the week, but I 

hope they will take some well - deserved days of rest and relaxation.   

Should you need anything please call me at 970 - 589 7241.  There will be NO "Happenings" next 

week.  On December 31 we will resume our regular schedule of two worship services - 8:30 and 

10:30. 

A very Merry Christmas from Diane and me and all the wonderful staff at UMCE! 

Russell 


